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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Gbjeas herein diſcuſſed, apply 
to the — ry or the boſom of every 


member of the community. They have 


been reſpectfully ſubmitted to that de- 
partment of government, whoſe ſanction 
would have given them a title to the 
conſideration of the legiſlature; which, 
in other times, the writer flatters him- 
ſelf they might have been honoured with, 
| but at this juncture they can only ob- 
| tain from the ſupport of public ap- 


probation. 


| Although it cannot be expected, that 
n the preſent, 
 thallapply 


the fame attention as in times 


c 


tc remedy the diſtreſs, depravity and diſ- 
« orderly ſtate of the poor: and, as a 
moſt reſpectable member of the Hu ſe 
of Commons (Mr. Powis) has given no- 
tice of a motion, having for its object 


the better regulation of Weights and 


Meaſures: and, moreover, as a NEW a and 
probably a * rable coinage is under 
contemplation—the writer of theſe out- 


lines conceives himſelf juſtified in ſolicit- 


ing the public — to his ideas on 


theſe eſſential . 


v hen he conſiders the nature of theſe 
. — the variety of topics they 
involve, and the pains which great and 
ſkilful men have beſtowed u pon them 
when he recollects, that an able and zea - 
lous Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, after devoting two ſeſſio o an 


enquiry into only one branch of it, that 


which relates to weights, were unable 
to ſuggeſt any plan which was deemed 
by = Hauſe ta be practicable and ex- 


SE. he cannot but entertain the 


utmoſt diffidence as to the ſucceſs of 
3 | 


T ho 


4 
* 


this iſland, has hitherto been conſidered 


from purſuing the bent of its reflections, 


place in A branch of ſcience or govern- 


ADVERTISEMENT. * 


The exiſting ſyſtem of weights, bad 
as it is, and varying in different parts of 


as having taken ſuch poſſeſſion of the 


minds of the people, who are perhaps 
but the more attached to it for its very 


faults, that the legiſlature have never 
yet ventured on a radical change. 


wy however, ſuch diſcouragements 
were to deter every ſpeculative mind 


no improvement whatever could take 


ment. 


Many of the ſuggeſtions now 


made, have been thought by thoſe who 


have favoured the writer with a peruſal of 


themto be both new and uſeful, and fuch 
as may fairly entitle them to conſidera- 


tion at leaſt, if not to a trial: on theſe 
grounds he ventures to lay them before 


the public, 


It is but Juſtice to the worthy and 
indefatigable author of the Treatiſe on 
the Police of the Metropolis, to appriſe 
the reader of theſe hints, that if they 


have 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


have any merit, it has been borrowed 
from x 54 materials of that elaborate and 
moſt uſeful publication. 

Lonven, 
- the 18th Mancn, 1707. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
AFTER moft of this impreſſion had been. 
worked off, the Writer was informed, that 
one great objection to the revival of the old 
Merchant's pound of fifteen ounces, was its 
 fubdwifions not running in even numbers to 
a unit. The ſame inconvenience has ever 
| exiſted in the Troy pound of twelve ounces 
confirmed by the Committee. 


The reader, however, is preſented with a 
fifth Table contraſting the new propoſed ftand- 
ard, in pounds of 15 and of 16 ounces, with 
the Troy and Auoirdupoiſe now in uſe : and 
| he will there perceive, that the adoption 
of the latter diviſion would entirely deſtroy 
the connection between the new weights and 


copper Coinage, one of 233 objects of this 
Publication. 


our- 


OUTLINE or a PLAN, &c. 


* 


| 
Tux intentions of the writer of theſe 
meets, as ſlated in the title page, are briefly 
to ſuggeſt an equitable equivalent for 
the labour of the poor employed in agn- 
culture, which at all periods and in all ſea- 
fons of plenty and ſcarcity, ſhall afford the 
_ peaſant a comfortable ſubſiſtence in return 
for his weekly toil; and, in addition, hold 
out to him as a reward for perſeverance 
in habits of induſtry, ſome greater relief 
than either the exiſting ſtatutes or the Bill, 


lately * into Parliament profeſs to 
beſtow. 


| Secondly. To mllwacke Peoria ** 
and the public at large, by the ſuppreſſion 
of falſe weights and baſe coin. 


Thirdly. 


("I 


Thirdly. To eſtabliſh one general ſtand- 
ard for the weights an object which the 
« legiſlature has for ages endeavoured to 
* effect throughout the kingdom “.“ 


Laſtly. To obtain a revenue, or at leaſt 


a ſaving to government of the expence of a 


new ſilver and copper coinage. 


The reader muſt not expect a full diſ- 
cuſſion or laboured examination of theſe 
topics. Neither the profeſſional avoca- 
tions of the writer, nor his abilities admit 


preſumes only to exhibit ſome new points; 


or rather to ſuggeſt a new application of 


known principles, to ſubjects of great im- 


portance : leaving the — of their 
expedience and practicability to be de- 


termined * government and the legiſla- 
GE - | 


4 e 

«was very ancient, and made by conſent of the whole realm 
4. in the reign of ſome king progenitor of Henry III. appears 
* by the exemplification 51 H. 3, which ſays ſo expreGly."* 


| See Report of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons 1758. 


of his entering on ſo large a field, He 
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younger poor, in acquiring knowledge of 


191 
PART Tut FIRST. 


CURSORY REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS 
RESPECTING THE AMENDED BILL, FOR 
| THE BETTER SUPPORT AND MAINTEN- 
ANCE OF THE POOR. 


Tux leading feature of this Bill, appears 
to be nothing more than a laudable attempt 
to conſolidate and improve the old ſyſtem 


of work-houſes, and houſes of induſtry, 
under the name of ſchools of induſtry ; 


and to employ the labour and time of the 


manufactures (within doors) under public 
hired ſuperintendents, which it is obvious 
would be ſooner learnt under the care of 
vigilant, intereſted maſters, employing ap- 
prentices and capitals on | their OWN ac- 
count. 


The experience of a century bas ſhewn 
that little perſonal attention has been ever 


fixed at leaſt for any length of time, to 
the management of poor-houſes, by thoſe 


whom duty and intereſt ought to have at- 
tached to the care of them. Theſe build- 
ings have long, with very few exceptions, 
been the mere receptacles of wretchedneſs, 
„ and diſeaſe. Dread of contagion has 


B 2 ever 
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ever operated againſt viſiting them. Be- 
nevolence and public ſpirit have indeed 
- occaſionally ſtimulated ſome few indivi- 
duals to make the better accommodation 
of their unfortunate inhabitants an object 
of temporary, perſonal care; and ſo long 
as that was applied, abuſes were checked 
or ſuſpended. Their zeal, however, has 
had but very tranſient effect, becauſe it 
has ſeldom been long lived. 


The moſt ſanguine well-wiſhers to this 
new plan, will therefore be unable to form 
much expectation of its ſucceſs, though 
brought forward under ſuch high authori- 
ty. It appears to be little more than new 
modifying regulations which have already 
been tried, and found ineffeual—offering 
palliatives rather than remedies for a great 

and encreaſing evil, which it is in vain 

longer to diſguiſe, becauſe it calls impe- 
Tiouſly for an immediate and radical cure, 


The real cauſe of the diſtreſs, depravi- 
ty, and diſorderly ſtate of the pagy” em- 
ployed in agriculture (admitted in the 
preamble of this Bill) is no other than this“: 


See Rept. H, C. 1758 ſor the remedy propoſed . one 
regular ſtandard for weights and meaſures. 


that 
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that their daily labour, at the medium price 
paid for it throughout the year for ſome 
years paſt, has been far inadequate to pro- 
duce daily bread for a man with a mo- 
derate family : while that of the manu- 
facturing poor, at times is greatly overpaid; 
that is, ſo long as the people who employ 
them have demand for their reſpective 
_ commodities; and, on failure of markets, 
theſe workmen are thrown with their fa- 
miles on the pariſh. : 


The middle claſs of the labouring poor, 
porters, draymen, carmen &c. being moſt- 
ly employed in large towns, have contri- 
ved to raiſe the price of their labour, in, 
or nearly proportionate to the higheſt price 
of proviſions: and, never loweringit as they 
grow cheaper, theſe people are the moſt 
comfortably ſituated of the three; although 
in times of extreme ſcarcity like the win- 


diſtreſs for want of ſome ſuch remedy as 
that which is here ſuggeſted. 


The principal object of this Bill, appears 
to be the relief of the poor employed in 
agriculture. Their caſe is ſtated above. 
The following ſuggeſtions, it is hoped, 

may 


ter 1795, even they have been reduced to 


ie) 
may contribute towards — them 
conſiderable redreſs. 


| Admit that the family which a man of 
this claſs ought to ſupport by his labour, 
ſhall conſiſt of four perſons, himſelf, his 
wife and two children. 


Aſſume, that ſo many buſhels of wheat 
will purchaſe for this family a weekly 
maintenance, that is, of bread and other 
wholeſome food proper for people in their 
ſtation, with ſome ſmall ſurplus for cloaths 
and other neceſſaries. And let the father 
of this family have an optional claim on 
his employer, either for that quantity of 
grain, or for its value in money, in lieu of 
every ſix days labour. 


This 1s no new criterion of the value of 
labour, though poſſibly the only true one. 
It is the neareſt to an equivalent :—it is 
that which eſtabliſhed corn rents and 
compoſitions for tythe: it is in fact, the 
principle which has always governed 
hired labour in civilized ſociety, though 


circumſtances have changed the actual 


value of the one, while power has fixed 
that of the other. Much to their ho- 
| nour 
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nour, the coal merchants of London adopte- 
ed this equitable rule“ towards their car- 
men and other ſervants during the late 
ſcarcity of bread. It is the ſame principle 
which governs the aſſize of bread all over 
the kingdom; namely, the relative value of 
the manufactured and the raw material. 
The ſame proportion, obſerved between 
proviſions, of which wheat is the ſtaple, 
and labour, would remove the calamity 
now under contemplation; and which fre- 
quently preſſes ſo hard on thoſe who form 
the lower orders of the community, merely 
becauſe the money-price of labour has not 
fluctuated from year to year with the mo- 
ney · price of corn. 


According to Dn. SmitH, © it has 
been accommodated, not to the tem- 
« porary or occaſional, but to the aver- 
age or ordinary price of that neceſſary 
of life.” We muſt however be excuſed 
if we hazard a doubt of this circumſtance; 
when we find him acknowledge, that the 
occaſional price of corn, that is, the mo- 


— gaod by 3 The man was 


allowed — Ks wiſe tw aud cach child 
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ney- price, may frequently be double one 
year to what it has been the year before. 
Calamitous experience has recently taught 
us this truth. How then can we admit 
this to be any accommodation? The la- 
bourer's wants are immediate ! his family 
muſt be fed by his daily toil ; he is un- 
able to ſubſiſt on this eſtabliſhed average. 
If fix day's labour produce two buſhels of 
corn, for example, when it ſells for 4s. 6d. 
the buſhel, and that quantity is neceſſary 
for their maintenance, how are they ac- 
commodated when it riſes to nine ſhil- 
lings ? May it not be doubted, whether 
6s. gd. the medium of theſe prices, would 
be equally advantageous to this man with 
the parallel we now propoſe ? 


« Every thing,” this celebrated author 
confeſſes, © is purchaſed by labour: the 
« firſt price, the original purchaſe- money 
paid for every thing.—Equal quantities 
* of labour will at diſtant times be purcha- 
fed more equally with equal quantities 
of corn, the ſubſiſtence of the labourer, 
than with equal quantities of gold and 
« filver, or perhaps of any other commo- 
* dity.—Equal quantities of corn, there- 
fore, will at diſtant times, be more near - 

| . 6c ly 
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ly of the ſame real value, or enable the 
poſſeſſor to purchaſe or command more 


* nearly the ſame quantity of the labour 
of other people.“ 


Here then we have produced boch ars 
gument and practice in our favour. In Dx. 
SMITH'S opinion this parallel will not always 
hold, but it is ſuffic:ent that we have fuch 

authority for its going ſo far: the practical 
Inſtance before us of the coal-merchants 
furely encourages farther experiment. 


The framers of the new Bill them- 
| felves admit that relief is neceſſary to 
a labourer having more than two chil- 
dren unable to work, and they accord- 
ingly provide a fixed ſum payable in 
money from the poors rates. A glance 
over the returns of the corn-market will 
ſufficiently demonſtrate this to be an un- 
equal diſtribution : fince at no one given 


period does wheat obtain the ſame price 


univerſally in all parts of the kingdom. 


The ſupply will appear ſtill more fluc. 
tuating in value, if we take into view the 
great difference in the average price of 
wheat between one period and another.— 
From theſe premiſes the concluſion is ob- 
rious, that what ſpecific ſum, would at one 

C time 
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time and in one place be adequate, will at 
others be ſuperabundant, and muſt fre- 
quently fall ſhort of bare ſupport to the 
labourer and his family. Nothing but a 


maintain its parallel, or nearly ſo, between 
labour and proviſions, can ever effectually 
meet the benevolent objects of the Bill. 
The public will judge whether that here 
ſuggeſted be not the beſt hitherto yore 
ded. 


If the average market price of * 
ſettled by the magiſtrate's returns under 
the late act, at every principal town in 
England and Wales, and the price of oats 
in Scotland, were reſpectively ordained, 
as regulating the wages of daily or weekly 
labourers in huſbandry and fimilar occu- 
pations, for the vicinity of each market 
town; no man capable of work would 
thenceforth have any juſt claim to pariſh 


ſcale of proportion which ſhall at all times | 


relief, unleſs his family exceeded the |} 


number above-mentioned: and, in pro- 
Portion to its encreaſe beyond four per- 


ſons, an adequate relief might be applied 
on the principles laid down in this bill. 


No farmer or employer of field-work- 
men could reaſonably complain when the 


price 
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price roſe upon him; becauſe, i in propor- 
tion to the labourer's additional claim, the 
| maſter would have received an encreaſed 
rate, on the product of the paſt labour 
employed in ſowing and reaping the har- 
veſt which enabled him to make the pay- 
ment; and, vice verſa: the workmen on 
the other hand, would be ſecured in the 
ſame competence in times of plenty or 
ſcarcity, from the full employment of his 
time in honeſt toil. The profligate and 

the idle, would alone deſervedly ſuffer, 
without pity, or plea for aſſiſtance. 


This ſcale of compariſon between pro- 
viſions and labour, may be expected to 
give comfort to the cottager and his fa- 
mily of four, while in health, without any 
call whatever on the poors rate; and 

the better enable that fund, to afford libe - 
ral aſſiſtance to the fick, and to thoſe 
whoſe family exceed that number. 


The quantum of relief, when the huſ- 
band is unable to work, will be found in 


the value of his weekly labour, already 
eſtabliſhed. 


That of the children „* 
age, may be ſtated at ſo much corn per 


C2 head, 


616) 
head, diminiſhing according to their fi uture 
earnings. 


All other ordinary caſes will be eafily 
adjuſted, when the principle itſelf is once 
eſtabliſhed: the pariſh officer, under con- 
troul of the magiſtrate, muſt be left to 
adjuſt others according to circumſtances. 


It may well deſerve conſideration, how 
far above actual neceſſity, this regulation 
of the value of labor ſhould be carried; 
and whether it would not prove ceconomi- 
cal as well as liberal, to err rather on that 
_ fide, than on the other; eſpecially, if by 
any ſubſidiary meaſure, the peaſant can 
be enticed to lay by ſomething weekly, 
and apply it to ſubſcription in ſome pro- 
ductive fund, againſt age and infirmity. It 
isſurmiſed that this may alſo be done on 
the principle of the bill now pending 1 in 


Parliament, 


The too common reaſoning of the lower 
claſſes in this kingdom, in excuſe far idle · 
neſs and extravagance, is this The pa- 
riſh muſt maintain me when I am old or 
diſabled, and my family when I am fick, 
or in my grave. NO EFFORT OF MINE 
CAN 
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CAN RAISE ME ABOVE MY CONDITION, 
WHICH is MISERABLE, AND THEREFORES | 
WILL NOT STRUGGLE IN VAIN. —And, 
though the wor khouſe is indeed a wretched 
retreat, yet too many abandon themſelves 
and their offspring to it as a laſt reſource, 


Thus, it appears, the poor at preſent 
have no chance of bettering their circum- 
ſtances, or of acquiring even the loweſt 
degree of happineſs. But, © hold out ta 
* the peaſant a proſpect of obtaining poſ- 
* ſeſhon of the comforts and conveniences 


of life—convince him that induſtry, ſo- 


* bricty, and frugality can produce and 
5 2 them for his uſe; and his pro- 

„ penſities will be found ſimilar to thoſe 

* © mankind in general: for the wants of 
« all men encreaſe in proportion to their 

* means, and every new enjoyment is the 

parent of a new defire, — 


It is on this novel, and chearing prof, 
pet that the foundation may be laid, of 
giving a new ſpring to the induſtry, and 
improving the morals of the labouring 


poor—it may be accompliſhed in the man» 
ner * — 


Let 
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Let ſtriẽt official attention be paid to 
the good management and ſecurity of the 
funds ſubſcribed by every claſs of the 
common people, whether to a common 
box—friendly affociation—or parochial 


fund; ſo as to give a juſt confidence in 
their ſtability. 


Enact, that proper truſtees be choſen 
from among the reſpectable inhabitants, 
as well to receive and diſtribute, as to 
render productive the money paid in. 


Allow it to be placed in government fecus | 


Tities, without any charge whatever to the 
parties, of ſtamps, transfers, poſtage, or 


carriage. 


Let the broker employed in redeeming 
the national debt, be paid by government 


for tranſacting the buſineſs of theſe ſoci- 


eties, ſubject to the ſame controul as in 
his purchaſes for the ſtate. Such evi- 
dence of direct attention and encourage- 
ment to induſtry, would have a manifeſt 
tendency to ſecure the affections of the 
poor to their rulers; and render abortive 
the deſigns of ſeditious, diſcontented peo- 
ple, who have employed themſelves in 
ſowing diſorder and inſubordination among 


them. 
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them. Their pretence itſelf, the Sees 
ſions of the rich, muſt vaniſh, becauſe 
every induſtrious labourer under the firſt 
regulation, would be able to ſave a trifle 
for this purpoſe; and whenever ſickneſs 
or calamity put it out of his power to ſub- 
ſcribe, the pariſh officers would find it 
their intereſt, if they ſhould not be oy 

obliged to make it good. 


Few, it is to be hoped, of thoſe poor 
who were able, would ever neglect (i uch an 
act of manifeſt prudence: more eſpecially, 
if this further encouragement were held 
out, that the relief or benefit thus obtained 
to themſelves and families, ſhould be ex- 
 cluſively their own; over AMD AaBove the 
_ eſtabliſhed rate of aſſiſtance which the new 
act would entitle them to demand from the 
pariſh, in caſes of ſickneſs or defalcation 
from the uſual earnings of the family. 
For example, a family of four, having 
earned when healthy, ſay, eighteen ſhil- 
lings a week, or three buſhels of wheat; 
when deprived of this ſupport, ſhall be 
entitled by law to en equivalent from the 
pariſh, ALTHOUGH AS A SUBSCRIBER OF 
. TEN YEARS STANDING TO THE PARO- 
CHIAL FUND, IT BE IN THE RECEIPT OF 


y THE 
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THE SAME, OR EVEN GREATER RELIEF 
FROM THE TRUSTEES OF THAT INSTITU=- 
TION. 


Hence the poor would find a ſource of 

comfort in adverſity -f reward for toil and 
economy—initead of diſtreſs, miſery, and 
ſorrow! and this, without any additional 
expence to the pariſh. I he parent might 
even reflect in his ſick bed on the poſſi - 
bility of bettering his condition, by ſaving 


ſomething out of this double allowance, | 


if it be not totally abſorded by the ex- 
1 of medicines and attendance, both 
which the pariſh ſhould provide him. 


Perhaps it may be laid. that this hs | 
of the people ſhould never be raiſed above 
the abſolute neceſſity of conſtant hard la- 
bour - that theſe ſuggeſtions, if adopted, 
might poſſibly tend to raiſe the price of | 
labour, both mechanic and agricultural 
throughout the kingdom, and of conle- 
quence enhance the price of proviſions and 


manufactures. 


This has been the cry for years paſt; 


Nor would he, for all the comforts promiſed him by this 
regulation, depend on unremitted induſtry and rigid economy 
ol bis time and ſubſtance, 

and, 


( 21 ) 
and, while acted on, the miſchiefs now ſo 
ſeverely felt, have been accumulating inthe 
country. Onthe contrary; may it not be 
fairly pleaded, that an oppoſite line of con- 
duct, not carried farther than religion and 
humanity dictate, may have the deſired ef- 
fect. At any rate, it is clear, that the 
ſyſtem of grinding down the poor to the 
extreme of miſery, has neither kept down 

the poors rates, nor the price of provi- 


- ſions— The former have increaſed beyond 


the amount of the land tax; and the latter 
nearly doubled in the memory of man, ſo 
as now to be hardly attainable by the middle 
claſſes, who are daily loſing ſome of their ac- 
cuſtomed enjoyments; while the poor of all 
deſcriptions, are growing more depraved 
and diſorderly every day; diſcontented 
at their condition, and harraſſed by 
expenſive and eternal litigations of their 
immediate ſuperiors, about the quantum 
of relief, or the place of their legal ſettle- 
ment. : 


Another alarming and encroaching evil 
attends the preſent adminiſtration of relief 
to the poor; at leaſt this was the caſe in 
1792, and the winter of 1796 EY O 
NOT Ask, BUT DEMAND ir- in terms of 
D MENACE, 
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MENACE, NOT RESPECTFUL APPLICATION 
Quand, it is too MELANCHOLY A TRUTH, 
FREQUENTLY IN A TONE, WHICH ADMITS 
NOT OF DENIAL. 


It 1s ſurmiſed, that half the ſum now 
levied throughout the kingdom on account 
of the poor, might in a few years be ſaved, 
under regulations ſimilar to what are here 
thrown out; which muſt be confidered as 
mere hints, rather than digeſted 1deas, 
and requiring much conſideration, 


A few ſubſidiary regulations would be 

neceſſary to complete a new code of poor 
laws on the principles here aſſumed; which 
might enable the legiſlature to repeal thoſe 
exiſting ſtatutes“ which have only tended 
to perpetuate the moſt irk ſome of all liti- 
gation—canteſts about ſettlements, em- 
barraſſing the magiſtrate, and an. 
the country. 


That ſomething prompt and deciſive is 
neceſſary, the fact above ſtated proves to 
demonſtration; that fact is the natural 

conſequence of what has been ſhown to be 


See reports, H. C. on weights 3 
N multiplicity of — —— — 
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THE RADICAL CAUSE OF THE ** DISTRESS, 
DEPRAVITY, AND DISORDERLY STATE OF 
THE pOoO R' - namely, that the PRICE or 
DAILY LABOUR DOES NOT NOW PRODUCE 
DAILY BREAD. DAILY BREAD MUST BB 
HAD OR LABOUR CEASES, WHICH CAN= 
NOT HAPPEN WITHOUT A CONVULSION 
IN THE STATE. TO AVERT WHICH CALA“. 
MITY THE DIFFERENCE HAS BEEN PAID 
BY THE PARISH. . 


Io avert that otherwiſe inevitable evilin 
future, the price of labour, it is acknow- 

ledged on all ſides, muſt be conſiderably 
Taiſed. On what better ſcale of proportion 
than according to that here ſuggeſted, the 
wiſdom of Parliament may diſcover : cer- 
tainly its members have much better 
ſources of information than the writer of 
theſe remarks; but having no where met 
with the ſame ideas, he thinks it his duty 
to offer his own for conſideration. 


Another great ſource of relief to the 
poor, may be expected to ariſe from the 
adoption of proper means of reconciling 

the different weights of theſe kmgdoms, 
and connecting them with the copper coin- 
age according to the following outline. 

D 2 PART 
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PART Tus SECOND. 


OUTLINES OF AN ATTEMPT TO RECOx- 
CILE THE DIFFERENT WEIGHTS OF THIS 
KINGDOM TO ONE STANDARD; AND BY 

' CONNECTING THEM WITH A NEW cor- 
PER COINAGE, TO EFFECT THE FOL- 
LOWING NATIONAL BENEFITS. 


Firſt. Retiey of the poor of Great Bri- 
tain by the „ of falſe weights 
and baſe coin. 


7 


Secondly. Eſtabliſhment of one general 
ſtandard for weights. 


oy Thirdly. Obtaining a revenue, or at leaſt 
a ſaving to government of the expence of a 
new ſilver and copper coinage. 


Ir can hardly be doubted, that the great 
quantity of baſe copper and filver coin now 
current in Great Britain, has had confider- 
able influence on the price of all neceſſaries 

of life: for, in proportion as the intrinſic. 
and the nominal value of ſuch coin have 
differed, 


1 


differed, ſo have the prices of proviſions 
enhanced upon the public, in which the 


poor have been particularly aggrieved. 


The counterfeiting and iſſue of baſe 


copper and ſilver coin are now become re- 


gular profeſſions“; and have grown to a 
magnitude and extent, creating ſerious 
alarmand inconvenience. To check which, 
government have even found it neceſſary 
to connive at a breach of the royal prero- 
gative, in the uttering of copper metals at 
ſeveral great manufactories, which already 
begin to diſperſe themſelves into general 

circulation. i TT 


The miſchicf of baſe money is attribut- | 
ed principally on the one hand, to the high 


price at which real copper money has been 


iſſued above that of its actual intrinſic va- 
lue ; and on the other hand, to the dear- 


neſs and ſcarcity of filver compared with - 
gold, and the loſs (and apprehended in- 
convenience to our India trade) which 


would accrue from a new and general re- 


coinage of ſilver money of the preſent 


ſtandard. 


* Colquhoun's Police. 
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The following ſuggeſtions are ſubmitted 
in the hope of annihilating the firſt of theſe 
abufes, by removing the ſtrong temptation 
which has bcen found to exiſt, from the 
profit of uttering even full weight coun- 
terſeit half-pence at their preſent nominal 
value “: which is propoſed to be done, by 
iſſuing true money at ſuch a rate, com 
pared with the market price of the metal, 


of manufacture to government; who cer- 
tainly ought to fabricate cheaper, and to 
buy fo much lower than individual needy 
felons, that no profit will hereafter accrue 
to them, from their illegal occupation. 


It is alſo propoſed to combine with the 
new copper coinage, a regulation of the 
ſtandard weights of the kingdom ; in 
fuch a manner, that no other weights ſhall 
be made uſe of, and at ſuch a price to the 
employer of theſe weights, wnica ARE 
ALSO INTENDED TO BE COINED?, that a 


profit ſhall ariſe on the latter, for the pur- 


„ The preſent price of Britiſh copper coin, is 23d. per Ib. 
avoirdupuife. That here recommended would be uttered at 


22d. the troy pound. e 


+ See Rep. H. Com. 2788 and 1; 59- 
: At leaft to a certain ſize. 
8885 poſe, 


— 


as ſhall appear barely to cover the expence | 


9 
ſe, and levied expreſsly on the plea of 


defraying the loſs and expence expected 
from a ſilver coinage. 


This reduction in the comparative value 
of copper to ſilver, will neceſſarily in- 
_ ereaſe the number or the ſize of the, cop- 
per coin, from which no trifling benefit 
is expected to be derived by the poor; 
fince it is a well known fact, that the necel- 
ſaries of life areuniformly obtained cheapeſt 
in thoſe countries, where the numeratry 
or current medium goes down to the low- 
eſt diviſion of value. It is with a view to 
this object, that the number“ is here pre- 
ferred to the ſize t; in expectation, that 
when the number is doubled, as well as 
the intrinſic weight given for a NgEw SUII- 
LING of THE NEw COIN, this may operate 
in keeping down, if not reducing ſtill 
lower the prices of proviſions throughout 
the kingdom, 


© Another public advantage will accrue 
from this part of the plan—ſaving in a great 
degree, the loſs of individuals holding the 
old, when the new coin ſhall appear, and 
thereby rendering this important meaſure 


* Asin Table No. 1. + Dito No. 
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1 


which muſt be attended with ſome detri- 


ment to them, as palatable and popular as 


it is become neceſſary. For by iſſuing 
forty-eight of the new half-pence * (for a 
new ſhilling) of the ſame circumference and 

nearly equal weight to the old diminiſhed 
real, and the light counterfeit currency, 
both of theſe may be gradually inſtead of 
abruptly withdrawn. Government muſt 
be content to take in the old coin at its 
former value (in payment for the new | 
weights); and then the latter only, which 

will ſoon find its way to the braſs-founders, 
will occaſion loſs to the poſſeſſors, preciſe- 


ly in the difference between the price of | 


the metal, and that at which they received 


the pieces in payment. This loſs would | 


fall chiefly upon the publick brewers and 
retailers of liquors, both of whom can well 
afford to pay it for once, and who will the 
_ readier ſubmit, when they diſcover the ma- 
ny future benefits of the new regulations. 


Though the new coin will weigh but 120 Grains, and 
the full weight of the old was 152, yet but few of thoſe now 
in circulation are heavier than the propoſed iſſue; and, there- 
fore as the imprefſions will be nearly ſimilar and the ſize alike, 
it may reaſonably be expected, that great part of the old 
will continue to circulate, after the AG: expices for * 
them in. 


Notwith- 


CW 3 


Notwithſtanding the ſtatutes“ of the 16th 
Ch. I. and 35th of his preſent Majeſty, have 
ordained, that there ſhall be but one 
« weight according to the ſtandard of the 
„ Exchequer throughout the realm, in or- 
« der to prevent pernicious and fraudu- 
“ lent practices, by which the poor in 
particular have been much myured;” 
and, that · nothing ſ requires the aſſiſtance 
* of the legiſlature in a greater degree, 
then to ſhield the poor againſt the nume- 
«& rous cheats who ſell proviſions and other 
articles by means of falſe weights and 
« meaſures Vet nothing effectual has 


been done to prevent this laſt of theſe evils, 


and there ſtill exiſt two denomina- 
tions of weight, namely the troy and 5 
avoirdupoiſe. 


The troy pound is leſs & than the avoir- 
dupoiſe; but the ounce and dram greater. 
Theſe differences in our weights have ac- 
caſioned great confuſion, particularly in the 


See the Preamble XXXV. G ab Guat 
Charter, cc. 

+ Police of the Metropolis, p. 161. 

t Firſt mentioned in 24th H. VIII. Rep. 21 Placed in the 
Exchequer 1583---24th Queen Elizabeth, without an order 
or ſtatute of Parliament. 
$ See annexed Tables. 
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practice of diſtributing medicines“; the 
druggeſts and grocers ſelling by avoirdu- 
poiſe, and the apothecaries by troy 
weight. 


This conſuſion it is alſo intended to re. 


move, by eſtabliſhing a new table of 
ſtandard coined WEIGHTS : aboliſhing en- 
tirely the avoirdupoiſe ounce, and adopt- 
ing a ſingle renovationt, as to the number 
of ounces to the pound: inſtead of ſixteen 
ounces as in the avoirdupoiſe, or twelve 


as in the troy pound—fifteen ounces are 


here recommended for general uſe, 


| Theſe it will be feen, are troy ounces } 
of 480 grains each, in preference to thoſe 
of 437 and a fraction, the avoirdupoiſe 
weight. 


The mow diviſions of theſe ounces are to 


be compoſed of the actual copper coin 9 


* Ency Brit. act Pharmacy, 297. 
+ The pound weight in Ed. I. conſiſted of 15 02. troy--- 
ſee Rep. H. C. 1758, p. 17 ; where it is highly recommended. 


Some innoyations muſt be made to put things again on a right 
footing. 


ſee Rep. p. 20. 


$ The dram or 1 will contain bo grains or 3 
Erl. 


and 


5 —V— -- „ 1 


* 


t Standard pound or troy 12 0. Merchant's pound 15 * 
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and no other: and being alſo fractions of 
the troy, the proportions of all medical 
preſcriptions * will continue undiſturbed, 


and the dealers in money who buy and ſell 


by troy will ſtill have the ſame weight and 


rule of proportion as heretofore. "While 


the poor, who have long ſeverely ſuffered 


by fraudulent and ſhort retail weights, will 


be protected by the ſtamp againſt ſuch 
deceit for the future : while they are bet- 
tered about ten per cent. in the ounce and 
below it, and almoſt three per cent. in 'the 


pound weight, beyond that by which they 


have been accuſtomed to make their pur- 
chaſes of the neceſſaries of life. 


Nothing can exhibit in a ſtronger light 


„ the ſuperior advantages over former ſyſ- 


tems which this plan would afford, than 
by contraſting it with the + table of propor- 
tions between the troy and avoirdupoiſe 
(the preſent merchant's weights) as laid be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons in 1759, and 

thoſe which the adoption of the new table 

would produce. 


© The eee ſtampt purſuant to the a& 
of will alſo continue in uſe. 


t No. 3 Appendix. 
| E 2 Inſtead 


„ 
Inſtead of decimal parts of grains di- 
miniſhing and adding, if troy is to be turn- 
ed into avoirdupoiſe, or avoirdupoiſe into 
troy; the new proportion of 12 to 15 re- 
quires. merely the addition of one-fourth, 
or ſubſtraction of a fifth, to change the 
troy into the merchant's pound, or the 
merchant's into troy—an eaſier combina- 
tion cannot be conceived. 


In collecting the public revenues no dif- 


ficulty would occur; three per cent. added 


to the duty on all commodities ſold by 
weight would cover all the difference, ra- 
ther in favor of government. | . 


In mercantile tranſactions the change 


would inſtantly be taken into conſidera- 
tion and vary the price accordingly. 


In common intercourſe the poor would 
have a remedy againſt frauds in THEIR 
OWN HANDS, and a politive advantage in | 
the increaſed weight of the pound and its 
fubdiviſions. 


This coin in its ſubdiviſions would run 
into all the combinations of the two 
weights without fractions; for inſtance, 

the 


* 
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the penny in table No. 2 weighs a troy 
ounce—a'penny farthing would weigh the 
merchant's ounce. A ſhithng in new copper 
coin the troy pound—a ſhilling and three 
pence the merchant's pound and ſo forth. 


The price of copper 1s now high, that is 
to common purchafers: but the quantity 
required by government for this purpoſe 
would be very conſiderable indeed; and 
the commodity being in the hands of a few 
opulent individuals who can produce it at 
their pleaſure; it is preſumed, that go- 
vernment may obtain its ſupply (by a diſ- 


creet bargain) ſo cheap, and ſo much be- 


low the general market- price, as to reſerve 
ſome profit even upon the money *, and yet 
iſſue it at half the preſent value, thereby 
defeating future counterfeits, 
and obviating all popular objection to the 


As the larger weights in proportion to 
their reſpective magnitude, will be coined 
at a cheaper rate than the money which is 


to compoſe the ſmall ones, a very-confider- 


able revenue may be derived from this 
ſource, in aid of the ſilver coinage, which 


. Ore a ung on af wn hne wil be . 
if 


- mount. | ee 
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if poſſible, ſhould appear with the copper. 
And this profit, if not annual“, ſhould be re- 
peated every three or five years, accord- 
ing to the term which theſe weights alone 
are allowed by Parliament, to remain ſor 
uſe in the hands of the dealer. 


In this attempt to reform the abuſes of 
old fyſtems, it is not meant to aſſume, 
that any other plans ſo perfect can be ſub- 
ſtituted in their place, as to lay open to no 
ob jection, or be attended with no incon- 
venience on the change; nor, that here- 


after their practice will not 3 other 
abuſe. 


It may be acomptadle, nnn to an- 
ticipate ſome of the probable objections 
againſt what are here propoſed as to the 
weights and copper coinage. For, reſ- 
pecting the equivalent for labour, it is pre- 
ſumed after the authority quoted, there 
can be but one op. 


Money, we find by Dx. Shown, is not 
at diſtant times of the fame comparative 
value with labour; equal quantities of the 
one, will not Pay for equal quantities of 


® Report H. C. 1758. | 
the 
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the other. But corn, the ſubſiſtence cf 
the labourer, will © nearly” if not always 
do ſo. If corn, then, will ſupercede, 
and even change places with money, and 
act as the medium between money itſelf, 
and labour, what better ſlandard can be 
fixed on? The ſurplus of corn earned by 
the huſbandman beyond the. conſump- 
tion of his family, will purchace the other 
articles neceſſary for their ſupport; and if 
the proportion eſtabliſhed be an equitable 
one, he will always have a ſurplus—But, 
pay him in the ſame ſum of money from 
year to year, from fourteen only to his 
grand climacteric, which has been the 
caſe, and the older he grows, and the 
larger his family, the ſmaller ſubſiſtence 


he draws from his toil—he will find it 


nine times in ten, inadequate to purchace 
bread alone, and be inforced to an unde- 
fined and perpetual call on the pariſh, 


Many objections will probably be Aided 
to theſe . for the weights and 
coinage, 


That, reſpecting the di diſpoſal of the 
light money, has been already anſwer. 
cd; it may be taken in payment for the 

new 
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new weights by government; and be 
ſuffered to circulate for a limited time, in 
exchange for old gold and ſilver. As the 
new copper diſperſes, the old will become 
undervalued or diſuſed. 


It has been thought, that a fine coin 
would be very expenſive, and a coarſe 
one hable to counterfeit. All danger of 
the latter is removed, by the propoſed 
reduction in the price of coined copper 
An allowance 1s endeavoured to be made 
for the expence of a neat coin, which being 
manufactured in large quantity, may be 
cheaply as well as perfectly executed. 


Some doubts may be entertained, whe- 
ther the ſmaller pieces can be uttered ſo 
much alike in gravity, as to ſerve cor- 
rectly for weights—In this there is little 
difficulty. The laſt copper coinage, though 
delivered to the public by the hundred, was 
ſo nearly exact in weight, as barely to pay 
the porterage to thoſe who iſſued the 
money by tale—the ſame attention will 
produce them ſufficiently correc for all 
the purpoſes of common exchange. 


* Is not copper ſo ſoft a metal as to be 
liable to ſuffer — by friction, and 
| thus 
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thus become ſo much lighter from uſe, as 
to render purchaſes by it deceptive? 


This is in part true: and to remedy the 
evil, it is propoſed to coin the halfpence 
and farthings frequently, and to recall 
the larger weights, as ſuggeſted in the re- 
ports, every three years, or . if ne- 
| ceſlary. 

It may poſlibly be ſaid, that the tables 
exhibit too many coins for circulation. 


| Two ſorts only, the farthings and half- 


pence, would circulate as money, and 
be declared legal tender—the others need 
paſs only as medals, and be eſtabliſhed 
as the legal weights of the kingdom. 


If the beauty and cheapneſs of the coin 


\ induce exportation, inſtead of checking, 
every encouragement ſhould be given ta 


it, not only as to the vend of a natural, but 
of a manufactured production of this 
country; and this may probably happen 
to no inconſiderable extent; for a very 
ugly coin is exported in great quanti- 
from Sweden. This probabllity 

E 3 affords an additional argument 
for tering the new ſmall coin below the 
F preſent 
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preſent price, and as near the general 


market price of the metal, as will cover 
the charge of manufature—Government's 


profit will depend on the abatement ob- 


tained from the proprietors of the mines 


which produce it. 5 


The ſcale- makers will certainly have a 


juſt plea to be conſidered, if government 


determine to take the manufacture of 
weights out of their hands; and perhaps 
the moſt equitable mode of redreſs, may 
be to divide the - profit, giving theſe 


tradeſmen the ſale and iſſue of all the 


larger weights at a proper allowance 
fox. retailing. The ſmaller money-weights 
are already liable to a ſtamp fee, which 
1s collected by an officer of government ; 


and, being merely ſubdiviſions of the 
copper money, they alſo ſhould be coined 


at the mint, and delivered out with ſome 
allowance to the ſcale- maker for diſperſing 
them. Eg TI 


Will not this propoſed 3 of the 
merchant's weights create confuſion? No 
prevent it. In ſupport of this aſſertion, 


the readet is referred to the Report of the - 


Houſe of Commons, for the anſwers on 


* 


mis 


1 


this head given by the officers of the 
Cuſtoms and the Exciſe, and to the table 
of compariſon laid before the Houſe. 
The fractions in that table“ are infinite 
Whereas a fourth, added to the troy, 
or a fifth deducted from the new ſtandard 
as we have already ſtated, would give 


5 every calculation required. 


This regulation will facilitate the ex- 
changes with other parts of Europe — for 
itt is well known that the troyes pound has 
been the coin of every other ſtandard 
abuſe merely and want of attention in the 
different governments have occaſioned the 


variations which we now find i in different 
countries. 


The payment for ſets of copper weights 
will prove a heavy tax on the tradeſman. 


Againſt this it has already been urged, 
that the plea of levying it, is in order 
to indemnify government for the expected 
heavy loſs upon a new coinage of filver, 
a meaſure not leſs neceſſary, than diff. 

cult and expenſive. And further, that 
the regulation of weights is become 


* Vide table No. 3. 
3 F2 __ equally 


1 
cemqually expedient, The following table, 
taken from the report of 1759, ſhews the 
coſt of the weights now in uſe, and how 


far the Committee intended to encreaſe 
the charge. 


The half quarter of an hundred Thoſe made by order of the 
weight, then coſt - © 2 6 Houſe e 0 40 
The quarter - - 0 4 Of — . - © 60 
The balfhundred - o 7 <- - - - 0100. 
Tho hundred weight - 0 14 0 - +» - «+ o18o 


Thoſe herein propoſed to be coined are 
The half quarter of an hundred weight 017 o 


Tube quanter - E 
. The half hundred .  - 29 $0 
The hundred weight - 7 © © 


- But in diminution of this increaſed coft 
it muſt be allowed, that the metal will 
always be ready money without diminu- 
tion; and that all expence of repairing or 
re-adjuſting the old weights, which the 

Committee report to be conſiderable, will 
be faved under the new regulation. 


1 If, however, the legiſlature conſider this 
as an objection of importance, the com- 
pulſion to receive cained copper weights 
8 
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may be limited to the merchant's pound, and 
all beyond it left optional: or, the large 
ones, ſtampt and dated. may continue to 
be made of iron, and remain in uſe for a 
time fixed by the new act of parliament. 


It has been already obſerved, that this 
plan may be expected to operate in lower- 


ing the price of proviſions, as well as in 


preventing frauds on delivery of the quan- 


tities. purchaſed. It is an aſcertained fa, 


that in countries where the current-coin 


is brought to the loweſt denomination, 


grain and other neceſſaries of life are the 


Cheapeſt. In the Eaſt-Indies, where cou- 
ries pals as money, four of them (a gunda, 


or 46th part of a penny) will purchaſe a 
water melon or a meal of rice. The new 
half pence in table No. I. of which 48 for a 


ſhilling, or the farthings in table No. II. 


made of the ſize and impreſſion and carrying 
four fifths of the full weight of halfpence of 


the coinage of 1758, it is conjectured may 
ſoon paſs as equivalent: at any rate the 


experiment may be tried without nad 


| venience. 


May not this „ we ſpeak 


with extreme diffidence on this point, con- 
ceiving it high matter beyond the ſcope 


of 
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of our inveſtigation—may it not warrant a 
change in the filver ſtandard, to aſſiſt in 
covering the charge of coining it afreſh? 
And if ſo, cannot ſilver alſo be made, as 
in Aſia, to ſerve both ſor weight and tale, 
by an addition to the alloy? N 


* 


It may not be improper here to recapi - 
tulate the objects of this plan. 


Firſt. Tux nELIEF or THE yooR,. by 
effectually ſuppreſſing falſe weights and 
BASE COIN, and iſſuing a new copper coin- 
age at a lower rate than the preſent ſtand- 
ard, thereby reducing the price of the 
common neceſſaries of life, purchaſed in 
{mall quantities. 


Secondly. Eſtabliſhing one general ſtan- 
dard-weight throughout the kingdom, 
which ſhall be adapted to every purpoſe ; 


and connecting the copper money and 
weights under one regulation. 


Thirdly. Creating a new ſource of re- 
venue, ſufficient to 'defray the mint 
Charges of a i.ew copper and filver coinage. 


It appears now * to produce ſuch 
2 table of coins and weights as ſhall meet 
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the purpoſes above ſtated, obtruding the 
leaſt poſſible interference with the general 
practice and prejudices of the people to 
avoid diſturbing more than abſolutely 
neceſſary, the accepted diviſions of the 
weights in common uſe—prevent frauds 
upon the public at the firſt adoption of the 
| plan by a greater comparative difference 
in the price of commodities ſold by the 
new, than their proportion to the old 
weights will warrant*. Attention mull alſo 
be paid to the change of proportions creat- 
ed by theſe regulations, between Britiſh 


and Foreign weights, and to their effect 
on the public revenues f. 


Theſe combined objects have occaſioned 
no ſmall difficulty and embarraſſment to 
the writer of this eſſay, and have probably 


hitherto impeded a reform in this branch 
of internal government. 


It would therefore be preſumption in him 
to think the following Tables will ſtand in 


* This danger applies almoſt excluſively to the conſumer 
bor the trader will have leiſure, and capacity to make ac- 
magiſtrate explains it to the people. 


+ See this laſt point conſidered by the Com. H. C. 1759 
= ene of Gouene  Grins 


need 
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need of no alteration. But, after ſo many 
attempts have been made, it ſeems aſtoniſh- 
ing that nogreater progreſs has been hither- 
to effected; and therefore, as the attention 
of Parliament is now again attracted to the 


means of relieving the poor, this ſeems a 
proper moment for exhibiting every ſug- 
geſtion which may contribute to that — | 


_ poſe, 


— 
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| TABLE, No. 1. 


Comparative Table of the exiſting and . Standard Weights and New ou — of 0 Great 


— 


Britain. 


| Avoirdup! ile. 


New Standard Weights. | 


Grains. [om 6 lbs. Grains. | bots. | "I 
Dram 724 i 60] - Dram | 
Dee wo 5 — | 
Half Ounce 18 o || 240) 1 | | fHalfOz. | 
Ounce 43710 16 1 % 20 5 prom 
Quarter = 1750, 256 4 | 180 75 | | [Quarter Ib. 
Half Pound | | 3500 5 hs B 3500 150 | [Half Ib. 
Pounds 5 | jooe|102419 1 | [5766 | i 1 $760 * IN 
Chari Cwt. || 50580 | | 201,600] 8,400 | SE Quarter . | 
Half Cwrt. . 392, | | 500 2 . 403, 200 16,800 4 ” ff [Half Cut. 
Hatred f 784,500 «© 806,400] 33,600 F 7 112 i} Hunded 
— || 2 —_ 1. — 672,000 FT | 224020 Ire on 


Two alterations are herein ſuggeſted, VIZ. 15 Ounces to the Merchant's Pound inſtead of 16 Ounces, and 24 Pence inſtead of 12 Pence to the Shilling. 
* this Table the new Dram and Ounce are equal to the Troy Dram and Ounce, and the Ounce rather more than 10 per cent. better than that of Avoirdupoiic. 


— — 


—B 


—_— 
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— 


—— the new Shilling Weight, or ſmall Pound of 12 Ounces, is alſo equal to the Troy-Pound. 
the new Merchant's Pound Weight of 15 Ounces Troy, as 4:22 
— the new Hundred of 112 Pounds Weight, as; 


Gr. or 3 per Cent. better than Avoirdupoiſe. 
3 per Cent. better than the Great Hundred now in uſe. 
—— the Halfpenny now current, of 46 to the Pound Avoirdupoie, ſhould weigh 152 Grains : that herein propoſed 120 Grains. 


TABLE, No. WM. 


Comparative View of the Exiſting and propoſed Standard Weights and new co opper can of Great 


Britain. 
Avoirdupoiſe. h | Troy. | New Standard W cights. 8 | e Copper Coins. 
= x 1 1 Ie E | | : 1 : KM | JE .I> 5 | Value. No. of Hah- No. of 
| | Crains. Dms. Ounces. Ih. |Qr.|5 |; Grains Dwts.[5 [Oz " Grains. 8 . Dwts. ' Ounce w. ls ha Denomination. | . . 4 pen ce. Farthings. 
Quarter Oz} 1090 af 5 {| * | 120 | 5] 2 | — B | LAT | 3 5 
Half Oz. - | TH J 8 4 240 © i 
Ons | anaſwd of | 5 = * T = 
Quar. P "I d 1750 250 4] 2 1800 75 * Three: 
Half Pound | 350 512 8 | 2 3600 Tl 72 I _ |Six-penny | 
: | * il - A | EE 1 iy 5760 7 240 12 x * Shill Waht. 
Pound | eee N 720 __ 2 || Mer. Pound 
Quart. Cut. | "96,000 ey . | 448 Www fo | 201,600] 8400 420] 28 28 1 — 1 
Hef Cwr. 392,000] 1 896] 560 2| - 4-8 403.200 16,800, e 56 36 2 rt Half Cut 
Hundred . 784,000] | 1792 112 44 I : | | s | 806,400] 33.600, 1080 IZED Xerch. Cut. 
— MI en Wh a 6 9 KLE 
Ton | 15,680,000] . 35840 2240 80% | | | HE | 16,128,000] 2 3300/2240 90 20 —— Ton 


— 
— 


— 


\ 


In this Table the Merchant s Pound is taken at 1 5 Ounces, and the Pence, as at preſent, 12 to the Shilling. 
che Merchant's Ounce is equal to Troy, and ſomething more than 10 per Cent. better than Avoi irdupoit ie. 
— — the new Shilling Weight or ſmall Pound of 12 Ounces i is ſtill the Troy Pound. 

— —= the Merchant's 5 of 15 Ounces Troy, as Gr. 7:22 or 3 per Cent. better than Avoirdupolſe. 

— ——— the Merchant's Hundred of 112 cf theie Pounds 325222, or 3 per Cent. better tian Avoirdupoile. 


— — the Coin now curtent ould wei Th 46 to the 1b. Avoirdupoiſe; thoſe here propoſed a roy half Ounce, or 230 Grains to the Halfpenny. 


2. 


TABLE, No. JI. 


A Table of Compariſon between the Troy and Avoirdupoiſe, and a propoſed new Standard Weight, 
divided into Pounds of 16 and of 15 Ounces. 8 _ 


4 . Avoirdupoiſe. —=|| New Std. div. into 16 Oz. in b. N. Sed.of 15 Oz.according tothe Outline, 
cep o.. | Grains. rams o Ibs. | Grains. bots. DramsſOz Ih. 1 Brains. | OT bpm ſor lh. 3 8 
ü . . 
Quarter Oz. | 120 5 2| | R 10931 4 1 1120 4422/38 5 ä 5 2; HY 
Half Ounce || 240| 1% | | 283i) 8 | | 25 'o& [8 || aw uf 4 || 
1 480| 20 LEE 43712 16 1 | | | 45 182 72 1 1 48⁰ e 
Quarter Pound 1440 60 I " 1750] 2 6 4 ; 4 1800 = 4 | | 1860 7 2 30 
Half Pound 28800120 S 1 | 3800 512, 8 1 | 36⁰⁰ 150 60 | 9 ng | 360oþ 150] 60/7! = i 
Pound 576040 wehe 1 a L ; | 7200 300 120 19 I 2 _— * 1 
Quarter Cwt. | | 5&8 1g6,ool) | | 28] 1 ; 201600] 8,400 | | | 28| 201600] 84000 | al. 
Half Cwrt. | 18 392,00 1 | 403200] 16,800 | * 56] 2 0 16800 * 56 2 
8 ; _ A 184,000) | | 112] 4 1 806,400 33,600 | 11201 806400 3300 4112 5 
Pr | | 22io| 1612800] 673000] | |angoho| 
DIR 2 3 bs 8 | ull = 85 5 * * | F 


Nete.—The Diviſion of the New Standard into Sixteen Ounces to the Pound, would not only create the Fractions above ſtated, 
but entirely prevent the Connection of the Copper Coinage with one or other of the two Weights, the Troy or Merchant's Stand- 
ard: whereas the Revival of the Old Standard, as recommended by the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, according to 
Tables No. 1 and 2, would preſerve that Connection with both of them. 
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REGULATIONS. 


SHOULD either of the foregoing tables be 
approved, the following regulations appear 
neceſlary to be eſtabliſhed under the ſanc- 
tion of Parhament. 


WEIGHTS. 


That one copper ſtandard “ weight be 
eſtabliſhed, to take oe” on a day ap- 
pointed. 


That none but ſuch coined copper 
weights as ſhall be iſſued by * — 
be uſed after that period. 


That weights ſo iſſued, mall only re 


main in uſe for a time to be fixed in the 
act. 


According to the Great Charter and 9th H. VII. when 

firſt the King's ſtandards were ordained. 
32 Barley Corns weighed a ſterling, 
20 Sterlings an ounce. 

12 Ounces 11b troy. 

See page 12 Rept. H. C. 1758. 

« Attempted for ages ibid p. 16. 

G 


8 
That all ſuch weights be coined at the 
mint, or under controul of the company 
of Moneyers, and circulated by the officer 
appointed to ſtamp and regulate the ſmall 
money weights of this kingdom. 


That the new weights above a quarter 
of an ounce, or halfpenny, bear the im- 
preſſion of a Crown, with the date of coin- 
age and denomination of their — 


gravity. 


Then enumerate them according to the 
table. 


That all dealers by weight ſhall be bound 
to provide themfelves with one fet at 
the leaſt of theſe new weights, on or be- 
fore to be delivered by the 
Officer nominated under the act, at and 
after the rate and value of copper money of 
the new ſtandard, and to be paid for at 
the option of the dealer, in gold, ſilver, or 
copper coin now extant, at its — 


price. 


or as ſubdiviſions of the latter: or in other 
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ne 


Tur a new coinage of copper money 
be forthwith ſtruck—the weight of which 
ſhall correſpond with the new ſtandard 
weights of the kingdom, ſo that any num- 
ber of the former may ſerve inſtead of, 


words, act at one and the ſame time as a 


medium of value and an arbiter of gra- 
vity. 


That theſe coins ſhall conſiſt of and 
weigh as follows. 


Here ſupply the table No. 1 or 2. 


62 PENALTIES. 
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' PENALTIES. 


.at of either copper mo- 
ney or coined weights, rendered by the 


act liable to all the penalties attached to 


thoſe of the gold and ſilver coin of this 
— 1 


Perſons uſing other than the new weights 
or the money as weights *, after a certain 
period, except the money weights already 
and in future, ſtampt by the officer ap- 
pointed under the act, to be fined in the 
firſt inſtance, and for the ſecond offence 
declared infamous, and condemned to the 
pillory—for a third to ſuffer as felons. 


Purchaſers of commodities in quantity 
at, or under ſ five pounds weight, ſhall be 
allowed to put the copper money tender- 


ed in payments, into the ſeller's ſcales as 


* Which correſponds with the new table. 


+ Fix this at the greateſt amount of legal tender in cop- 
per coin. 


weights. | 


weights. Refuſal of the ſeller to conſent 
puniſhable by fine or impriſonment. On 
the ather hand, purchaſers tendering light 
money, coined after theſe regulations are 
in force, may be dealt out the commodity 


bought by the weight of their own coin 
5. ouered in payment. 
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The following Extracts from THE X EW 
BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, and from rwo 
REPORTS TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


in the Year 1758, and 1759, ſuggeſt further 


improvements of this plan i its principle 


fould be approved by the legiſlature, as it 


would carry ſtill farther the affinity between 
money and weights which has been found ſo 
uſeful in moſt parts of Aſia. 


BRITISH ENCYCLOPEDIA, VOL. Xi, p. 1. 


Tus regulating the ſtandard of both 
pound 


filver and gold to = fine, and the 
ſterling to four ounces ſtandard ſilver, as 
it ſtood in the reign of Queen Mary I. has 
alſo its advantages as Mr. HARRISs has ob- 
ſerved. It makes the cxown PIECE ro 
WEIGH JUST ONE OUNCE, the ſhilling four 


penny-weights, and the penny eight grains. 


Conſequently were the new ſtatute to bear, 
that the weight of the coin ſhould regulate 


its currency upon certain occaſions, the 


having the pieces adjuſted to certain ali- 


quot parts of weight would make weigh- 
ing eaſy, and accuſtom the common peo- 


ple to judge of the value of money by its 
weight, and not by the _ 


« In 


nh 
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_ © In that cafe there might be a con- 
| veniency in ſtriking the gold coins of the 
ſame weight with the ſilver, becauſe the 
proportions of their value would then con- 
ſtantly be the ſame with the proportion of 
| the metals. The gold crowns would be 

worth at preſent gl. 12s. 6d. the half 


| crowns 14. 16:. gd. the gold ſhillings 145. 
and the half 75. 3d. 


Ea Te may be aſked, how any coined filver 
| has remained in England fince its propor- 
tion is above that of coined gold. It is 


= | anſwered, that the few weighty ſhillings 


which ſtill remain in circulation have mar- 
velloufly eſcaped the hands of money-job- 
| bers; and as to the reſt, the rubbing and 
wearing of theſe pieces have done wuar 


| THE STATE MIGHT HAVE DONE, it has re- 


duced them to their due proportion with 
the lighteſt gold.“ 


It is recommended chat ſhillings and 


lixpences ſhall only hereafter be current 5 


| for twenty years; and all other coins both 
gold and ſilver for forty years, or more. 
For aſcertaining which term, there may be 
marked on the exergue of the coin, THE 
LAST YEAR OF THEIR CURRENCY inſtead of 


— 


1 


the year of their fabrication. This term 
elapſed or the date effaced, they ſnall have 
no more currency whatever; and when 
offered in payment may be received as 
bullion at the price of the mint, or refuſed 


at the option of the creditor.— 


Ĩ)he adoption of theſe hints in addition 
to the plan would eſtabliſh the following 
table of comparative weights between the 
gold, ſilver, and copper coins. Vide table 
: * 4 — 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 1758. 
« The book called Fleta, which 1s 


thought to have been written in the reign of | 


Edward I. and an ancient and very curious 
manuſcript communicated to your Com- 
| mittee, in the poſſeſſion of Mr. HENRY 


STRACHEY, containing an account of the 


eſtate and expences of the Abbacy de Bel- 
lo Loco (or Bewley) in Hampſhire for the 
54th year of Henry III. AD. 1270, men- 
tions A POUND WHICH WAS A FOURTH 
PART HEAVIER THAN A LEGAL STANDARD | 

POUND; and the ſame is alſo taken notice 


gf inthe Tractatus de Ponderibus, publiſhed 
in 


TABLE, No. IV. 
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Table exhibiting the Quantities of Gold 
and Silver Coin of the Standard pro- 
poſed in page 52 and of Copper Coin 

according to the Table No. 2, contained 
in the pound Troy and its ſubdivifions. 


| 
- 1 5 1 . 
= . Rin 
| Pound troy would 
| | — CI 9 © 1 y.-6. 0 
2 Ounce or Crown j | Li, 
| Hs n 6 0 5 o 
k — 4 vl x 36 3 0 2 6 
I | | „ 
12 — W 
5 — PEEORRESLs 
3 
ö 
33 
i 


'W 1 
in Ms. Ca v's edition of the ſtatute book. 
The legal Pound of 12 ounces 1s computed 
to conſiſt of 20 ſhillings ſterling (ſolidorum 
ſterlingorum) whereas the other pound con- 
ſiſted of twenty-five ſhillings ; not that in 
thoſe years, nor for many years after, 
ſhillings were actually coined ; the ſhil- 
ling was then, what a pound ſterling 
has become ſince, the denomination of 
value, not of a coin. The twenty five 
ſhillings in Fleta and the Tractatus de 
Ponderibus, is ſaid to contain Ir TEEN 
SUCH Ounces as the legal pound did twelve, 
and conſequently the proportion of the 
MERCHANTS TO THE STANDARD POUND 
WAS AS FIVE 1S TO FOUR.—lf this 
| tice had been adhered to, although 
it was departing from the King's ſtan- 
dard, yet the proportion being fixed, 
and the one pound readily by that means 
reducible to the other, little confuſion 
would haveenſued. But there was in uſe. 
a multitude of weights and meaſures dif- 
| ferently compounded, and applied to va- 
rious commodities, as will beſt appear by 
the account of them in Fleta Lib. 2. Chap. 
12. and another, collected from the afore- 
ſaid antient manuſcript of the 54th ey 


III. Mx. 
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„% MA. HARRISs informed your Commit- 
tee that he thought the pound was, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, the fitteſt denomination of 
weight: for the hundred refers to the 
pound as the ton does to the hundred : and 
the pound“ ſeemed of a convenient ſize 
for tlie unit, or ſtandard meaſure of 
weight, becauſe: without being too cum- 
berſome, it is big enough to be divided 
artificially into many parts. But as there 
are two forts of weight in common uſe, 
troy and armen. it may be queſti- 
oned which of theſe ſnould be the ſtan- 
dard; and this he thought ſhould be the 


TROY POUND, FOR THESE REASONS.” 


| « Becauſe it is the wake beſt known 
to our law; that which hath been longeſt 
in ufe ;—that by which our coins are mea» 
Tured;—that which is yzsT xNown TO THE 
REST OF THE WORLD,—that to which our 
learned country-men have refered and 
compared antient and foreign weights; —the 
weight which has been ſubdivided into the 
ſmalleſt parts: On the other hand, the 


2 The pound here mentioned is of 12 ounces only— the 
Toy pound. 
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» 5 
 AVOIRDUPOISE WEIGHT IS OF DOUBTFUL 


AUTHORITY, and though unfit to be made 


a ſtandard, yet the frequent uſe of it ren- 
ders it neceſſary to aſcertain and declare 


how many ounces, penny-weights and 


grains troy, the pound avoirdupoiſe ought 9 
to weigh. 


1 Suppoſing then the troy pound to be 
the ſtandard, the difficulty is, how to 


aſcertain that weight ſo as not to deviate 
from the medium of thoſe weights that 
are now in common uſe. The difficulty 
- ariſes from not having any thing certain to 
build upon, and yet the pirricutry 


| SHEWS THAT IT IS HIGH TIME A STAN- 


DARD ſhould be ſettled. Hitherto this bu- 
ſineſs ſeems to have been left to the diſcre- 
tion of the ſcale-makers, and it ſeems they 

| take each weight in the pile or neſt at the 
| Exchequer as a ſtandard. A doubt then 
_ ariſes, whether the ſtandard troy ſhould 
be made by ſubdividing the whole pile till 
| we come at that weight, or whether the 
ſtandard ſhould be made by taking an 


average of ſeveral weights now called 
pounds . 
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EXTRACT or AnoTHER RE PORT, 
DATED OTH APRIL, 1759. 
This Table“ is calculated with per- 
ſect exactneſs, and no fraction of a grain 
occurs till the dram weights.“ 


* And your committee ſubmit, whether 
when the fraction is ſo minute, as it is in the 
parts of a dram, it would not be proper to 

conſider it as a grain and add it to the weight 
the difference though it happens in the 
fmall weights being fo inconſiderable, that 
it is apprehended the convenience to ſub- 
jects by avoiding the fraction, will be much 
greater, than any advantage that can ariſe 
by attending to ſuch minuteneſs. 


And in order to know what might be the 
effect of aboliſhing the avoirdupoiſe weight, 
as a different ſtandard weight from that 
mentioned in the ſaid reſolution, they ex, 
amined Mr. Jos gen CRESwIek, Clerk of | 
the Rates, Mr. WiLLiam BissET in the Ac- | 
eomptant General's Office, and Mr. Fxe- | 
Wix Land Surveyor of the port of Lon- 
don, in relation thereto; and Mr. JosEPR 
CrESwick informed your committee, that 
laying aſide the uſe of the avoirdupoiſe 
Sce table No. 3. annexed. 


weights 


a "we j 


2 2. 
— — 
—n — — 
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TABLE of AvonpurolsE and AroTHECARIES' WEIGHT, tu 
into STANDARD. Extrafed from a Report of the Committee of 
Housk of Commons, appointed in December in the Year 17% 
dated 6th April, 1759, great Folio Edit. page 9. 


Avoirdupoiſe. Standard. ' Avoirdupoile. | Standard. 4 


St. Wes. Ib. | Ib. Oz. pwt.'/Grs. | Ar Grs.jPrty 
Ton 2240 2725, 4 Ounces 15|—! 13] 13 | 18 | 
+ = 1680[2044 | | 14— 12] 15 | 12 | 
* 1120/7362 8 | TT = 0. 
1 _ 4 | 3 Ib. 12— 10019 
Hds. 9 4 16 | 11— 10 = 
1 11 12 | 10— 9g 2 4 
7 oj 8 * 46 
6 714 | + lb. — 7] 6 Bo 
5 4 „„ 
4 16 ne 
2 90 12 | n 6 | 
2 66 8 2 1b A] 3 *8 | 
| I J 4 2 — 2 14 8 | 
3 - - 6g 2] 8 2— 1 16 | 12 
(E - - $56 11 12 rs 18 | 6 
4 - - 28 16 n 
x12 | 1 n 
Pounds 1000 8 — — 419 
| 12—| — 13 | 16 
-4 1 — 12 13 
| 8 Tojſ—-] — II 9 | 
Z e 
3 a1 9] $3 
8] = — 7 | 23| 
6— — © 20 
4 „ 
8 4—| —- 4 | 13 
6 1 — 3 10 1 
4 1] 2] $3 
2 I 3.17 3 
| | 2 — . 5 20 
= #1 T3 
9 1] þ T1IT1.% 
4 | Apoth. 91 
ns | 0 7] 1 
Il 8 | 6 — Ws e 15 
1 8 16 3] "7 12 
1 4 + On. a) 1} 
* 3] 12 Me Hos man 
1 10 + On. — —-„-T $1 
100 8 | 1 — 2 
1 7] 16 | Scruples 2|| —p—| 1 
| 5 4 | 1— —— 
| 2] 12 | E 
| | * 
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weights entirely, would create great dif- 
ficulties in collecting the public revenues, 
on account of the number of fractions “: 
but that thoſe difficulties might be got over 

by employing a number of hands: that he 
made his eſtimation of theſe difficulties in 
the computation of the duty on the pound 
of tobacco which he thought the moſt 
ſimple thing; for ſuppoſing a pound avoir- 


dupoiſe to be - - 700 grains, 


| and a troy pound - - - $5760 ditto, 
then the rate to be charged for the avoir- 
| dupoiſe pound muſt be to the rate charged 
for the troy pound above mentioned as 100 
to 86 2, and the difference per cent. will 
| be 17 2. He added, that if the fractions 
could be reconciled, the ſame method of 
computing which is now made uſe of might 
be followed exactly with the ſame eaſe. 
In all this, Mr. FREwWIx and Mr. Biss Er 
| agreed in opinion with Mr. Cx ESwICx. 


| It was alſo obſerved to your committee, 
that the practice of delivering out weights, 
regularly and legally ſized, had been hither- 


| #* All of which would be avoided by adopting the dd 
| merchants pound of 15 ounces, and making them troy 
weight according to tables No. I, and II. 


to 


1 | 

to confined to ſuch ſpecific weights as were 
in the poſſeſſion of the perſons authoriſed 
to ſize the ſame, and that no other weights | 
though parts, multiples, or bearing an ex- 
act proportion to the ſtandards, could be 


legally obtained; and therefore unleſscare | 
was taken to provide a remedy, the afore- | 


ſaid reſolutions (particularly the 11th re- 


ſolution) would not only aboliſh the avoir- | 


dupoiſe weight, but likewiſe thoſe uſed 


buy apothecaries, and refered to in all me- - 


dicinal preſcriptions. 


But the correſpondence of the avoir. 
dupoiſe weight with the ſaid ſtandard 
pound, being, according to the aforeſaid 


table, aſcertained; and the apothecaries | 


weight being only a different ſub-diviſion 


of the troy pound, with different names | 


annexed to two of thoſe diviſions viz: 
20 troy grains are called a ſcruple and 60 
grains or three ſcruples called a dram, 
your Committee apprehend that all the in- 
conveniencies, imagined likely to ariſe, | 
from adhering to the ſaid ſtandard, will 
be avoided, and the advantage of unifor- 
mity, and prevention of fraud will be ob- 
tained, if thoſe who ſhall be appointed to 
| fize and aſcertain weights hereafter are 


CW 

impowered to aſcertain, and deliver out to 

ſuch as require them any weights, being 
parts, multiples, or bearing any proportion 

to the ſaid ſtandard pound; provided that 

the weight, according to the ſaid ſtandard, 

be marked upon each maſs ſo fized and 

delivered. And by the ſaid table it will 

appear, in what manner ſuch a power 

| might be executed and operate particular · 
| ly in reſpe& to the weight called avoir- 

| | dupoiſe; for by that table it appears, what 

ſtandard weight a perſon would receive 

| | who deſired a weight equal to the avoir- 

I ͤdupoiſe weight mentioned in the column 
intitled avoirdupoiſe, and by uſing weights 
fo marked, all difficulties of computation 
| in reducing the avoirdupoiſe to the ſtand- 
ard, and all minute fractions in computing 
duties, or prices of goods will be avoided. 


[For inſtance if the weight called the 
pound avoirdupoiſe is neceſſarily uſed at 
the Cuſtom-houſe, or elſewhere, a weight - 
| according to the ſtandard being one pound 
two ounces and twelve penny weight 
and marked as ſuch is equal to it, and 
therefore this weight being uſed, the du- 
ties may be computed as formerly on the 
pound avoirdupoiſe: the denomination 
. | only 
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only and not the quantity being really | I 


altered. And this will equally hold with | 
all other weights, whether multiples, or 
parts of the propoſed ſtandard. The me- 
dicinal weights alſo will be the ſame, as 


thoſe now in uſe, only marked by the 


number of grains, and, if defired, diſ- 
tinguiſhed alſo by the mark uſed in medi- | 


cal preſcriptions. 


The materials, of which weights for the | 


future ought to be made, alſo deſerve at. | 


. tention. The uſual practice in large | 
weights, has been to uſe lead, or other 


ſoft metal for the more eaſy adjuſting 


the maſs to the ſtandard; though the 
greateſt part of the weight is made of | 


a hard metal, ſuch as caſt iron; but your 


tice the weight itſelf was eaſily altered, 


lead might be added to it or cut away 
from it at the will of the owner) examined 
Mx. FREEMAN, a maker of ſcales and 
weights, who faid that the ſoft metals 
were not abſolutely neceſſary, and that 
weights of caſt iron, might by the help of 
other hard metals, ſuch as braſs, or what 


Committee (obſerving that by this prac- | 


and that the fizing of it could not be any 
permanent evidence of its exactneſs, ſince 
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| it was neceſſary to readjuſt them fre> 


( 3 


| is called pot metal, be, he believed, ad- 
Juſted to the proper ſtandard, and marked 


ſo as not to be ſubject to the frauds, or 
variations which lead is liable to; and he 
produced to your Committee patterns of 
weights made accordingly, and he ſaid 
that the difference of the prices of weights 


| made in this manner would he as follows. 


| Weights — if made. Expence au. 


Hundred 


* 


And if the weights were to be made of 


bell- metal, the price would be one ſhil- 
ling per pound of the metal. 


And he ſaid, that in theſe large weights 


quently, the conſtant uſe of them (often 
in a careleſs manner) reducing them con : 
ſiderably; and that he is quarterly em- 
ployed to adjuſt the weights uſed at the 
Cuſtom Houſe. 


; By this account your Committee ob- 
ſerving that a very great charge would 
98 S - -- 


* 
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be laid upon the ſubjects by the additio- 
nal price incurred by thoſe hard metals, 
by which weights muſt be adjuſted, di- 
rected Ms. FrxEEMAN to make a pattern 
weight of caſt iron, of a form which 
might be leſs liable to injury from uſe, 
and which might be adjuſted, and marked 
on the handle, ſo as not to be eaſily altered 
by the owner, and yet be nearly the ſame 
price with the iron weights now in uſe. 


Mx. Freeman accordingly produced 
to your Committee a weight made pur- 
ſuant to their directions, which is here- 
with preſented to the Houſe, not as being 
an exact weight, but as a ſpecimen only 
of the form in which large weights ought 
to be made, and of the manner in which 
they ſhould be marked. The adjuſting 


may always be eaſy, and alſo cheap to +. 


dhe ſubject by the upper piece or bar of 
filed iron on the handle (a model of a 
handle for a half-hundred weight is alſo 
herewith produced). And both Mx. 
FRTEMAN and Mx. REE D, another ſcale- 
maker, agreed that if ſuch weights were 
in common uſe the price would not be 
above ſixpence each weight more than the 


price now paid for * common weights, 
| — 


— 
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and that the re-adjuſting would be from 
ſixpence to one ſhilling per weight, and 
not more. But after making weights by 
the directions of the Committee, they were 


of opinion that the price would not be 
encreaſed. © 


They likewiſe informed your com- 
| mittee, thatthe price of the ſets of 0 
| following would be viz. 


Weights equal to the following Hvoirduyeiſe * a * 


= |b. 
8 
2 oz. 
I 
7 
1 dram 
4 EY 
C4 ; 
Standard, 
oz. 256) 
128 
64 | 
3* | 
16 Braſs Bell 
> falhon. 4 
4 ul. 175. Price. 
I | 
20 3} 


Which are the ame with the Sets now uſed at the Exchequer. 
The 


(6) 
The ſmaller weights, from a pound 
through all its parts, are moſt conveniently 
made of copper, braſs or other ſuch hard 


And the only guard againſt fraudulent 
alterations of ſuch weights, muſt entirely 


depend, as the larger weights muſt alſo 


chiefly, upon regulations which ſhall be 
made to inforce and preſerve uniformity, 
in the uſe of what the legiſlature ſhall 


think fit to eſtabliſh ; which falls under 


the ſecond head of the report, viz. 


II. The means propoſed as abſolutely 
— to inforce and preſerve unifor- 


mity in the uſe of weights and meaſures 


ſor the time to come. 


The repe ted endeavours of the legit. 


lature, ever ſin e Magna Charta, to com- 


pel the uſe of one weight, and one mea- 
ſure th. o. ghout the realm, never having 
proved effectual, there ſeems little to be 
expected from reviving means Which 
experience has ſhewn to be inadequate; 


and yet it is very difficult to deviſe any 
thing intirely unattempted hy former par- 


haments, 
But 


metal; and ſhould not be made of, or | 
adjuſted wi h lead or other ſoft metals. 


( 63 ) 


But one error in theſe regulations in- 
creaſed the inconventences which were 
intended to be prevented, and probably 
extended them ſo far that it became im- 
practicable to put the laws in execution. 


That error was, permitting the weights 
and meaſurs ſent to the ſeveral cities, &c. 
to become ſtandards, from which others 
were made and diſperſed for common 
uſe; whereas if thoſe ſent from the Ex- 
chequer had been preſerved only for evi- 
dence to cheque and diſcover deviations 
from the King's original ſtandards, and 
proviſion had been made for ſupplying 
the ſubjects with weights and meaſures, 
ſized by thofe original ſtandards them - 
ſelves, all frauds and miſtakes in making 
them would have been avoided, and ſuch 
marks might have been put by the perſons 
| authorized to deliver them out to the ſub- 
Jes, as might have ſecured the uſe of 
legal weights and meaſures or rendered 

the conviction of offenders very eaſy. ' \ 


To the neglect of ſuch a regulation and 
proviſion, your Committee on the fulleſt 
conſideration princ:pally aſcribe the great 

confukon, and wide difference in the 
ſeveral 


( 66) 


ſeveral weights and meaſures throughout 
the kingdom; which makes a univerſal 
review and reformation abſolutely neceſ- 
 fary before any regulations for preſerving 
uniformity can be put in execution or 
have any effect. 


From the conſideration of the ſeveral 
ſtatutes, and alſo the four laſt reſolutions 
of the Committee appointed the laſt ſeſſion 
of Parliament, for the ſame purpoſes with 


the preſent, and agreed to * the Houſe 
the 2d June, 1758. viz. 


That it ought to be made 1 for 
any perſon to make or ſell any meaſure 


* or weight that is not agreeable to the 
8 * {tandards. 


© That it ought to be made highly penal | 
for any perſon to make or-ſell any mea- 


ſure or weight, that is not agreeable to 
the ſtandard. 


„That for 8 uniformity in 
** weights and meaſures, no perſon ought 
to be permitted to make weights or 
* meaſures, without having firſt obtained 
„ proper licence for that purpoſe upon 
i the payment of a certain ſum; and 

MH 
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6c 


e 
/* That all meaſures of capacity ought 


to be marked with the name of the 
maker, and after a proper axamination 
be ſtampt with the initial letters of the 


name of the — who has examined 
ne” | 


* RESOLVED : — it is the 8 


weight aaa 1 to be the ound herewith - 
delivered, deſcribed in this Report, and 


made upon the examination, and review of 


the ſeveral preſent ſtandard troy weights 
therein mentioned ; and that the 12th. 
part of the ſaid pound ſhould beanounce, 
the 20 th. part of ſuch ounce a penny- 


weight, the 24th. _ of ſuch penny- 
weight, a grain.” 


« RESOLVED :—That it is the opinion of 


cc 


| 6c 


„ 
& 
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this Committee that it is neceſſary, in or- 
der effectually to aſcertain, and enforce 
UNIFORM AND CERTAIN STANDARDS OF 
wEIGHTSand meaſures tobe uſed for the 
future ; that all ſtatutes relating thereto 
ſhould be reduced ix ro OE ACT or 


* PARLIAMENT, and all the ſaid ſtatutes now 


dee Page 54. 


— 


« in being ſubſequent to the great _— 
« repealed.” 


„ RESOLVED 5 it is the opinion of 
* this Committee, that all other weights 
__ ©* ſhould be taken from parts multiples, or 

certain proportions of the ſaid ſtandard 


| * pound.” ' 


_ * Your Committee thought it expedient 
to procure every information which 
might enable them to form a juſt opinion 
ol the molt effectual meaſures, for infor- 
cing uniformity in Weights and Meaſures 


| tobe uſed for the future. 
(Here follow further invellignions and 1 


; Reſolutions : and among others.) 


sth. RresoLveDd : That it is the opini- 
on of this Committee, that all Weights ex, 
ceeding a pound ſhould be made of Braſs, } 
Copper, Bell-metal or Caft-iron : and alt 
thofe which ſhall be of caſt- iron ſhould be 


made in the ſorm and with a handle of 


hammered iron ſuch as the pattern here-. 
with produced, with the mark of the 
weight caſt in the iron: and all weights ofa | 
pound or under fhould be of Gold, Silver, WM 
Braſs, Copper, or Bell-metal. | 
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